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<abstract>
Grounding of Finite Clauses in Japanese

Yoichiro Hasebe

Doshisha University

Grounding is a semantic function that is activated as the final step in the construction
of nominals and finite clauses. In English, as presented by Ronald Langacker,
grounding develops thing concepts into nominals and relational concepts into finite
clauses with the well-systematized grammatical system. But it is not clear if this
grounding mechanism assumed in the study of the grammar of English is also
considered suitable for the grammar of Japanese. Though there are some subjectively
oriented words in Japanese that can be seen as the counterparts of the grounding
(epistemic) predications in English, they are different in many respects from the
English grounding predications.

This paper presents how relational concepts are grounded and developed into
finite clauses in Japanese and shows what differences there are between grounding in
English and Japanese. At the same time, it is argued that Langacker has not yet
explained the concepts of ground and grounding enough in previous works and that
these concepts need more detailed study and clearer definition. As one of such
attempts, this paper emphasizes the importance of the fact that grounding is a semantic
function that the speaker or hearer as the subject of cognition activates dynamically in
order to make linguistic expressions reified and instantiated. Grounding is not a static
function inherently given to the particular words themselves that is activated
automatically and mechanically regardless of the subject’s intentionality.

Based upon the theory of grounding, the formation of finite expressions in Japanese
is explained in terms of the conceptual structure that cognitive grammar assumes as
the basis for the meaning of language. It is presented that in Japanese there are, in
fact, some classes of epistemic predications, and, more importantly, that Japanese
allows for multiple applications of grounding to take place and to instantiate relational
concepts of different levels of subjectivity within a single clause. As an explanation to
this phenomenon, I argue that in Japanese, the grounding function can reify a
relational concept and make it a thing-like object (or encapsulateit) while preserving its
relational status. Consequently, the relational concept that is made finite by the .
previous grounding is able to be an argument of another higher order relation.
Interestingly, this is compared to the fact that English relational concepts can be
nominalized and the resultant thing concepts are able to be component elements of a

higher order relation.



